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Pvt. Murphy’s law

By Mark Baker
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Sgt. Sharron L. Stewart
Scout Staff

During Oct. 3-4, 600 fourth and fifth grade
students at the General Myer Elementary
School participated inthe 5" Annual Bicycle
Rodeo.

DiannaBestty, Myer school counsdlor, said
she came up with the idea for the rodeo be-
cause shewanted children to bereminded about
bicyclesafety. “ Thekids had agood time and
they learned alot,” Begtty said.

Theevent featured Six stationsand washeld
intheschool’sparking lot. Studentsweretaught
about the proper wear and fit of bicycle hel-
mets, what typeof clothingtowear whileriding
abicycle, how to treat pedestriansin across-
walk, how to react at atraffic accident, hand
signasand had to navigate an obstacle course.
There was even a station that conducted mi-
nor bikerepairsfree of chargeby M&M Cy-
cing.

The post D.A.R.E officer participated as
well asmembers of Myer faculty and the Fort
HuachucaFire Department.

Bestty said another rodeo will beconducted
inthe spring for the kindergarten students.
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Spc. Wesley Belchermakes sure a student
comes to acomplete stop.

By Paula J. Randall Pagan
Army News Service

FORT BENNING, Ga. — The United
States won 116 of the 192 medals awarded
in the Championship of the Americas Games
held at Fort Benning, Ga., Oct. 1to 7.

USA shooterstook home 64 Gold, 40 Sil-
ver and 12 Bronze M edal sfrom the competi-
tion, more than three times as many as any
other country. Canadafinished second in the
competition, winning 27 medals and Guate-
malawas third with 13 medals.

Morethan 230 athletesfrom 13 countries
competed in the Championship of the Ameri-
cas- caledthe CAT Games. Origindly, nearly
400 people from two dozen countries were
schedul ed to compete. However, because of
theterrorist activitiesof Sept. 11, many coun-
trieswere unable to send participants.

The CAT Gameswere hosted by theU.S.
Army Marksmanship Unit and sponsored by
USA Shooting, the national governing body
for Olympic shooting sports in the United
States.

“On behalf of USA Shooting, we thank
the countriesaswell asall of the athletesand
officialswho participated in the 2001 Shoot-
ing Championships of the Confederation of
the Americas de Tiro,” USA Shooting Sec-
retary General Bob Mitchell told the crowd
at the Oct. 7 closing ceremonies.

“Thiscompetition had specia challenges
resulting from theterrorist activities of Sept.
11th. It was through the work and coopera-
tion of many peoplethat travel to Columbus
(Ga.) was pleasant and accessto Fort Benning
was convenient. We thank the United States
Army Marksmanship Unit for providing the
ranges and assi stance in conducting the com-
petition.”

The CAT Games, Campeonato de Tiro de
las Americas, are the shooting championships
for the Western Hemisphere, and are con-
ducted every four years. CAT isone of four
big international matches — along with the
Olympics, World Championships and Pan-
American Games— where shooterscanwin

Myer conducts 5" bicycle rodeo

Photos by Sgt. Sharron L. Stewart

Staff Sgt. James Erickson, the Fort Huachuca D.A.R.E. officer checks to see that Maria

Bowman'’s helmet fits properly.

Fort Huachuca Fire Department Engineer Carl Cheatum explains to rodeo participants the
proper way to yield pedestrians in a cross walk.

USA leads medal count in CAT games

medals and set world records. At the CAT
Games, members of the U.S. Shooting Team
compete agai nst teamsfrom Canada, Mexico,
Central America and South Americafor the
title of being the best in the Americas.

Thefollowing nineU.S. Army Marksman-
ship Unit soldiers won medals at thisyear’s
CAT Games:

Spc. ShaneM. Barnhart — individual Sil-
ver Medal and team Gold Medal, Air Rifle;
and individual Bronze Medal and team Gold
Medal, 300-Meter Standard Rifle.

Sgt. Jason A. Parker — individual Silver
Medal and team Gold Medal, Three-Position
FreeRifle.

Capt. Glenn A. Dubis — individual and
team Gold Medals, 300-Meter Standard Rifle;
and individual Silver Medal and team Gold
Medal, 300-Meter Prone Rifle.

Maj. Michael E. Anti —individual Silver
Medal and team Gold Medal, Three-Position
Free Rifle; and team Gold Medal, Free Rifle
Prone.

Sgt. 1st ClassDaryl L. Szarenski — indi-
vidua Silver Medal and team Gold Medal,
Air Pistol; individual Silver Medal and team
Gold Medal, Center Fire Pistol; and individual
Silver Medal and team Gold Medal, Standard
Pistol.

Sgt. Armando R. Ayala— individua Gold
Medal, 50-Meter 30+30 Running Target; in-
dividua Silver Meda and team Gold Medal,
10-Meter Mixed Running Target; individual
Silver Medal and team Gold Medal, 50-Meter
Mixed Running Target; and individua Bronze
Medal and team Gold Medal, 10-Meter
30+30 Running Target.

Sgt. 1st Class Lance D. Dement — indi-
vidual Silver Medal, 50-Meter 30+30 Run-
ning Target; and individual Bronze Meda and
team Gold Medal, 50-Meter Mixed Running
Target.

Sgt. 1st Class James T. Graves — indi-
vidua Silver Medal and team Gold Medal,
Skeet.

Staff Sgt. Joseph D. Buffa— team Gold
Medal, Skeet.

Besides winning most of the medals, the
U.S. Team aso set several world recordsin
the competition. The rifle team of Dubis,
Barnhart and retired Mgj. Stephen C. Goff
not only won the Gold Medal inthe 300-Meter
Standard Rifle Match, but they also brokethe
world record by 11 points. Dubis also set a
new world record for his individual Gold-
Medal-winning score.The Three-Position
FreeRifle Team score of Parker, Anti and ci-
vilian Matt Emmons exceeded the world's
record by 2 points.

Courtesy photo

Spc. Shane Barnhart of the U.S. Army
Marksmanship Unit shoots to take the silver
medal in the CAT Air Rifle Championship.
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See your MWR activity highlighted

MWR Release

Facility Phone # Facility Hours
OCtOber Army Lodging 533-2222 24-hours, 7 days
Domestic Violence Recrestion Services Division (RSD)
. Jeanni€e’'s Diner 533-5759 Mon.-Thur. 6:30am.-9:30 p.m.
Prevention Month Fri.6:30am.1am.
MWR Release Sat. 8:30 a.m.-'lo p.m.
In recognition of October as Domestic Violence Preven- Sun. 12p.m-7:30 p.m.
tion Month, Fort Huachuca Family Advocacy Program will . .
sponsor thefollowing events: MWR Box Office 533-2404 Mon.-Fri.9am.-5p.m.
Domestic Violence Prevention Cl Barnes Field House 533-5031 Mon.-Fri. 5:30am.-6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 28, a 1 p.m. Sat./Sun. 10am.-4 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 22, at 6 p.m. Pool 533-3858 Mon.-Fri.5:30am.-1p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 25, a 1 p.m. Sat. 10am.-2 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 29, at 6 p.m. Sun. Closed
Classesare presented at Army Community Service Con- Eifler Fitness Center 534723 ga?né-al_:rrrl{ _586:)%'10 p-m.
ference Room, Bldg. 50010. Sun 9 am‘ _8p' m
For moreinformation call 533-2330/6873. ) o
MWR Arts Center 533-2015 Tue.-Thur. 12 p.m.-8 p.m.
i Ill Fri., Sat. 9am.-5p.m.
The Army will ot toerate ABUSE i o
MWR Rents 533-6707 Mon., Tue, Thur.,Fri., Sat. 100am.-6 p.m.
Wed., Sun. Closed
Desert Lanes 533-2849 Mon.=Thur. 11 am.-10 p.m.
Fri.11am.-1:30p.m.
Sat. 9am.-11 p.m.
Sun. 12 p.m.-8 p.m.
Sportsman’sCenter 533-7085 Wed.-Fri. 11am.-6 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. 10a.m.-5p.m.
Mon.-Tue. Closed
RPM 538-2155 Mon.10am.-5p.m.  Thur.-Fri.10am.-7 p.m.

Dur geal:

« to support victim’s rights

» provide information to enable
them to make the right cheices

« to help them put their lives back together

Out Reach Services Reg

SAS

Coming Soon

Lower Garden Oanyon
Gampmg Packages

10 sites svsilshle

Middle School Program

LaHacienda
*Bingo

BuffaloCorral 533-5220
W )
v LakeSide 533-2193
—\ Carlson Wagon- Lit 515-0914
Psckspe #1 F'Eahsﬁa #L
| camp site I camp st ADCO 538-1286
2 person tent 4 person tent
| Stove I Stowe
| Lantern I Lantern NAF Personnel 533-5453
I lee Chest | [oe Chesit
oo
32-‘.‘ ESI‘ oo Plans & Resources 533-5324
Gamp site oaly!
Camp sike per night 54 ACS 533-2330
o et e Camp site por weckend 38
1 F .
[ R':ﬂt;:él-n';fai:u' at tfre corner of irwin and Hundar Murr Community Center 333-4823

Gogd Bless Americal

United We

CDC (Registered children only)

Youth Center (Open Rec)

Business OperationsDivision (BOD)

*Mountain View Golf Cour se533-7083

MWR facilities operational status as of Oct. 11

Dueto current situation on Fort Huachucathese days and hours of operation are subject to change, therefore werecom-
mend that you call thefacility to verify.

Tue. 10am.-7 p.m.
Wed. Closed

istration Office 533-0738 (inMurr)

533-5209 5a.m. only by special request
Mon.- Fri. 5:30am.-5:30 p.m.
Sat.-Sun. Closed
538-1198 Mon.-Fri. 5:30-8 am. and 2-6 p.m.
Sat.- Sun. Closed
School Holidays5:30-6:30 p.m.
538-1198 Mon.-Fri. after school until 6-10 p.m.
533-3205 Fri.6-10 p.m.
Sat. 1-10 p.m.
Sun. 1-6 p.m.
533-3802 Mon.-Fri. 11am.-1:30 p.m.

Tue., Thur., Sat. 6-9 p.m.
Sun.12-4p.m.

* Open with restrictions: Bingo restrictions-Open to authorized users only, no guest or general public.
Mountain View Golf Course restrictions-No one my drive a golf cart from off post, (carts may be brought in on a
trailer). Not open to the general public.

Mon.-Fi.6:30am.-4p.m.-Sa. 9am-.2p.m.-Sun.
dosd. Theofficeisopen extended hoursto offer servicesfor registration, turning inimmunization & health assessments.
Child & Youth Services(coverschildren 6 wksto 18 yrsof age)Call 533-5209 for care early morning or after 5:30 p.m.

6:30 am.-7 p.m. Seven daysaweek

RentalsWed.-Sun. 9am.-4 p.m.
Privatemount Mon.-Fri. 8:30am.-5:30 p.m.

Administration open, Mon.-Fri. 8am.-5p.m.
Mon.- Fri.8am.-5p.m.
Mon.-Fri. 7:30am.-4:15p.m.

Mon.-Wed. & Fri. 7:30am.-4 p.m.
Thur. 8:30am.-4p.m.

Mon.—Fri.8am.-5p.m.
Mon.- Fri. 7:30am.-4:30 p.m.

Mon.- Fri. 7am.-4:30 p.m.

Sat. 9am.-6 p.m.
Sun. 10am.-4 p.m.

GWR

Fort Huachuea Morale, Welfare & Reereation Updates

The Directorate of Morale, Welfare & Recreation is respon5|ble for content appearing on the MWR page in The Fort Huachuca Scout.
Questions about this section should be directed to MWR Marketing Director, Paula German at 538-0836 or send an e-mail to germanp@huachuca-emhl.army.mil

DA LA

Nifty Fifty Days at Desert Lanes

Join in the fun at Desert Lanes Bowling
Center on Sunday, October 21 for Nifty Fifty
Days! From noonuntil 5p.m. enjoy sodasfor
50 cents, hotdogs for 50 cents, gamesfor 50
centsand shoesfor 50 cents. For moreinfor-
mation call Randy at 533-2849.

SPORTSMAN'S
CENTER 533-7085

October- Last night of paintball

Oct. 26: Night Paintball 7pm-Midnight
Remember that Oct. 26 is the last night of
paintball for thisyear, sodon’t missit! For more
information call 533-7085.

Is your child’s safety seat
properly installed?

Have you ever thought you needed a de-
greeinengineeringtoingtal your child'ssafety
seat inyour car? Didyou know that four out
of five car seats are misused in some way?
Have you ever wondered why the shoulder
portion of the safety belt rides acrrossyour six
year oldsneck? Areyou aparent or caregiver
whowouldliketoensureyour child awaysrides
inyour automobilein the safest possible man-
ner? Thenwe havetheanswersfor you. The
Family Advocacy Program at Army Commu-
nity Service now hastwo trained car seeat tech-
nicians certified by the National Highway
Safety Administration (NHTSA), who can, by
appointment, help you properly install your

child’ssafety seat. Appointmentsare sched-
uled on Wednesday afternoons. Plan on spend-
ing at leat 30 minutes per car seat. To sched-
ulean appointment call ACSat 533-2330.

Beauty and the Beast on Ice
MWR Box Officewill haveticketsavail-

ablefor Disney’sBeauty and theBeast onIce.
Ticketsgo on salenow. Theshow will beon
October 11 through the 14.
Ticket prices range from
$13t0 $36. Stop by the /
MWR Box Office, bldg.

52008 on the corner of
Arizona and Hatfield

Streetsor cal 533-2404 for
moreinformation.

BOATS, AND MORE!

$10 off all boat rentals in October

Stop by the MWR Rents, building 70914 at
the corner of Irwin and Carter and rent any
boat in the month of October and receive $10
off. For moreinformation call 533-6707.

B-A-R-N-E-S

TIEL LD | [OUSE

Track construction dates
Wed., Oct. 27 - Nov. 7- NoUse
Mon., Oct. 29 - Lay New Surface, NoUse
Mon., Nov. 8 Openfor Business
For moreinformation call 533-5031.
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Smith Middle School Cougars play final game of season at home

By Sgt. Sharron L. Stewart
Scout Staff

On Oct. 1, coached by Bruce Busbea and Roxanne
Zamarripa the Smith Middle School sixth-, seventh- and
eighth-grade girls ended their volleyball season by playing

SierraVistaMiddle School on home turf.

The final score for the sixth-grade team was 15-12 and
15-11 infavor of SierraVistaMiddle School.

The seventh-graderslost 15-12 in favor of Smith Middle
School but managed to win 15-7 during the second match.
Thefinal outcomewas 15-12 infavor of SierraVistaMiddle

Schoal.

The eighth graders won the first decision 15-11 but lost

the second match 15-9.

Thefinal gamewaswon 15-13 in favor of Smith Middle

Third annual MI
Heritage Run set

By Tanja M. Linton
Media Relations Officer

The 111th Military Intelligence Brigade
sponsorsthethird annua Military Intelligence
Heritage Run SaOct. 27, at 8 am.

The run is meant to foster competition,
observe Fort Huachuca's historic areas, and
provide afun event for everyone to partici-
patein.

The 10K route is USA Track and Field
Certified for accuracy. Therun startsand fin-
ishes at Brown Parade Field, after winding
through the most historic and scenic areas of
Fort Huachuca.

Early registration cost is $1, or $9 for a
long sleeve M| Heritage Run T-shirt. After
Oct. Monday, the registration feewill be $12.

There are trophies for the top male and
femalefinishers, and trophiestofirst, second,
andthird placefinishersin seven different age
divisons: 14 and under, 15-19, 20-29, 30-
39, 40-49, 50-59, and 60 and over.

Therunwill also feature aunit/team 10K
race starting at 8 am. in which four males
and onefemale start and finish the 10K while
carrying their unit guide-on. There will bea
3K Fun Run/Walk starting at 9 am., finish
line refreshments, and the 36th Army band
will play from 9-10 am. The MI Heritage
Runwill conclude with an awards ceremony
on Brown Parade Field at 10 am.

Register at Barnes Field House or Eifler
Gym at Fort Huachuca. On-lineregistration
is available at www.active.com. For more
information call 520-533-3993/2089.

School.

Busbea, head coach and eighth grade math teacher, and
Zamarripacharacterized this season asabuilding year for the
girls volleyball teamsat Smith Middle School. They feltlike
the sixth graders learned the rules of volleyball, the funda-
mental s of underhand serving, forearm passing, and setting
the ball. The seventh graders improved on their skills and
most have added an overhand serveto their game. Theeighth-
grade team has built on those skills and have incorporated

skillful spikesand blocks.

“The hard work done by team members has begun to pay
dividends and victories are becoming more frequent as we
near the end of the season. We have had a great year and
expect next year to be even better,” said Jackie Bradley, Smith
Middle School eighth-gradelanguage artsteacher.

Photo by Sgt. Sharron Stewart

Cougars expect an even better year to come next year.

By Spc. Jessica Espinosa
Scout Staff

Fort Huachucatook over full control of
its pools as of Oct. 1 to better ensure ser-
viceduring timesof heightened security to
military membersand their family.

Pools are now only opened to autho-
rized Morae, Welfare and Recreation pa-
tronsand are free of charge.

Thepoolshourswill runfrom5am.to
4 p.m., Mondaysthrough Fridaysand from
10 am. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. The pools
will be closed on Sundays.

One lifeguard manager and four life-
guards will be on site during operating

Pools now opened during heightened security

hours. Lifeguard qualifications include Wa-
ter Safety Instructor certified, Basic Red Cross
Lifeguard certified, and cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation certified.

“Dueto the heightened security measures
the general public does not have free access
to theinstallation, therefore the memorandum
of agreement initially signed with SierraVista
cannot be fulfilled, so Fort Huachuca has
takenover,” said LewisOnley Jr., whoisthe
chief of recreation servicesdivision. “Now the
pool can operate despite the heightened se-
curity levels. MWR patrons can expect,
should we go to higher security again, that
the pool would remain open if it is deemed

appropriate.”

Though the pools will no longer be
opened to the local community, a memo-
randum of agreement hasbeen signed with
BuenaHigh School to allow the swim team
to continue to practice on post.

The pool will only remain open for the
remainder of October. In November reno-
vationswill be doneto better improvethe
existing condition of the pool, Onley said.
Renovationsmay last up to one month.

Though all lifeguard positionsare cur-
rently filled, lifeguardslooking for summer
jobs can contact the Nonappropriated Fund
Civilian Personnel Office 533-5278.

Army Ten-Miler, AUSA meeting canceled due to ongoing missions

Army News Service

WASHINGTON — This year’'s Army
Ten-Miler Race scheduled for Oct. 14 and the
Association of theU.S. Army Annual Meet-
ing slated to start Oct. 15, both slated to have
been held in Washington, have been canceled.

In light of the ongoing operations, and
plans being developed for the “War on Ter-
rorism,” it hasbecomeimpractical, if not im-
possible, for the Army to support the largest
gathering of the Army family at the annual
AUSA meeting in Washington, according to
an AUSA pressrelease.

Have we got news for you!

The decision to cancel both events was
made in conjunction with senior Army lead-
ership discussions.

Retired Gen. Gordon Sullivan, AUSA
president, stated that it was imperative that
there be no distraction for Army leaders as
the execution of “Operation Enduring Free-
dom” continues and enters a new phase for
America’'sArmy.

Instead, the Association’s full focus and
energy will be in support of the troops and
familiesfromthe Army and the other services
inthiscampaign, he said.

“We hopethat all our runnerswill under-
stand our support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom, our heightened awareness of the cur-
rent situation, and our concern for the secu-
rity of everyone associated with therace,” said
JimVandak, Army Ten-Miler director. “ This
move also alows the U.S. Military District
of Washington to concentrateits soldiersand
resources on supporting Operation Enduring
Freedom.”

(Editor’s note: compiled from Military
District of Washington and Association of the
U.S Army pressreleases.)

Read it online, click on huachuca-www.army.mil/USAG/PAO

Sowings

Cochise Theater brings blockbusters to soldiers, families

The Cochise Theater movie pricesare $3
for adults and $1.50 for children, except on
Wednesdays and Thursdays, when all admis-
sionisonly 99 cents. All movieswill be show-
ing at 7 p.m., unless otherwise indicated.

Today
Summer Catch

Starring Freddie Prinze Jr. and Jessica
Biel. Tenley, awealthy girl (JessicaBiel) on
asummer vacation with her parents on Cape
Cod, fallsfor alocal boy from aworking class
family. Ryan, (Freddie Prinze) whoisapitcher
for Boston College, dreams of becoming a
big-time baseball star.

The movie is rated PG-13 and has some
sexual content, language and somedrinking.
Themovieis 108 minuteslong.

Friday
Rat Race

Starring Whoopi Goldberg and John
Cleese. In Las Vegas, six people participate
inahumanrat race. Two milliondollarsisin
aduffel bag in alocker in Silver City, New
Mexico, 700 miles away. Thefirst onethere
keepsitall. What they don’t’ know isthat their
every move is being tracked y gambling-
crazed high rollers who are betting on the
outcome.

The movie is rated PG-13 with some
sexual references, crude humor, partial nu-
dity and language.

Themovieis 112 minuteslong.

Saturday
Captain Correlli’s
Mandolin

Starring Nicholas Cage and Penelope
Cruz. In 1941, during World War Il and the
Italian occupation of Greece, a love begins
unessily between an Italian officer and aGreek
villager. The violent realities of warfare
threaten the tender connection that hasgrown
between the two. Based opon the novel by
Louis De Berniere, Captain Correlli’'s Man-

dolinisanepiclovesory that isset onthe Greek
islesduring World War 11. Nicolas Cage stars
astheleader of the Italianforceswhofallsin
lovewithabeautiful locd girl, Pelagia(Pendope
Cruz), who isengaged to Mandras(Christian
Bale), alocal fisherman who recently left the
island to join the Greek partisans. Asthewar
grows ever closer, Antonio and Pelagia are
forced to choose between their allegiance to
their countries and the love they feel for one
another—alovewhich must overcometremen-
dousodds, and endure theinevitable sacrifice
which accompanies eternal devotion. This

Universal photo

Penelope Cruz and Nicholas Cage in Universal’s Captain Correll’s Mandolin.

movieisrated R and has someviolence, sexu-
ality and language. The movieis129 minutes

long.

Sunday
Captain Correlli’s
Mandolin

Starring Nicholas Cage and Penelope
Cruz.

Wednesday
Rat Race

Starring Whoopi Goldberg and John
Cleese.

Oct. 14

Captain Correlli’s
Mandolin

Oct. 19

The Musketeer

Starring Justin Chambers and Catherine
Deneuve. D’ Artagnan and his fellow Mus-
keteers are poised for battle. These legend-
ary men of action aresworntofight duelsand
right wrongs. The Musketeers are not only
defying the powersthat bein the 17" century
France, they are also defying gravity. This
movieisrated PG-13 and hasintense action
violenceand some sexua material. Themovie
is 129 minuteslong.
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Deadline for all-Army
registration approaches

Army News Service

WASHINGTON -- Soldiersinterested in being con-
sidered for Morale, Welfare, and Recreation all-Army
boxing and wrestling trial camps must submit applica-
tionsto their installation sports officesby Nov. 5. Women
are also encouraged to apply for both sports.

For women boxers, the weight classes range from
95-pound featherweightsto the 201-pound super heavy-
weights.

Weight classes for women wrestlers range from
101.25 poundsto 165 pounds. Although there has never
been an Armed Forces Wrestling championship for
women, women from the Marine Corps have wrestled
inthe national championships.

Female soldiers will participate in both boxing and
wrestling aslong asthey have an opponent intheir weight
class from one of the other services. Since the number
of dlotsavailablefor womenisyet to be determined, all
interested women should submit an application.

The All-Army Boxing Trial Camp is scheduled for
Jan. 4 - Feb. 10, 2002, at Fort Huachuca, Ariz. The Army
box-off will be held Jan. 22-25. The All-Army Wres-
tling Trial Camp will be held Feb.4 - Mar. 27, 2002,
with the Army championships set for Mar. 1-2.

Interested soldiers must submit a Department of the
Army form4762-R, Athlete’ s Application, through their
installation sports offices.

Soldiers' participationiscontingent upon their com-
manders approval and release. The Army sports pro-
gramisaMorae, Welfare and Recreation activity of the
U.S. Army Community and Family Support Center.

This story was submitted out of the U.S Army Com-
munity and Family Support Center Public Affairs Office.

Soldier Show mission takes on new meaning

By Harriet Rice
Army News Service

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — Members of the United States
Army Soldier Show were shaken by the events of Sept. 11,
but the show — a 90-minute, Broadway-style, high-energy
song and dance review — goes on.

Sleepy-eyed soldierswerejust waking up themorning after
their second show at Fort Irwin, Calif. It wastheir 34th stop
ontheir 2001 tour that originated in May at Fort Belvoir, Va.
It was 6 am. Some soldiersturned onthe TV.

“My roommate usualy never turnsonthe TV, but for some
reason that day sheturned it on. | couldn’t believewhat | was
seeing,” said Spc. Leigha Stackpole, who is stationed at Fort
Bragg, N.C., and callsNew Haven, Conn., home. “| thought
it wasabomb, and | wasreally scared.”

“Thefirst thing | saw wasthe World Trade Center. It was
smoking, and it hadn’t collapsed yet,” recalled Spc. Amy
Pedilla, the show’s video technician and production stage
manager from Galesburg, I1l.

Then came the news about the Pentagon attack.

“First, when they said a plane had crashed into the Penta-
gon, it was like *Oh, that’s terrible.” Then we realized an-
other plan had crashed into the towers and we realized that
thiswasreally happening,” Pedillasaid.

By 8 am. all the soldiers boarded their bus for the 345-
mileridenorth to Monterey, Calif.

“Wewereall tuned in and listening to theradio thewhole
time,” said Spc. Aretha Grayson, an Alexandria, Va, native
stationed at Fort Lee, Va. “We kept updated on al the ac-
counts of what was happening and the progress of the rescue
attemptsand all. And, you know, wejust knew that even more
so we had amission that we had to accomplish.”

But when the soldiersarrived at the Presidio of Monterey,
officialshad cancelled their show because of heavy security.
Although the soldiers were disappointed, the break gave ev-
eryone a chance to deal with thoughts and emotions. Many
turned to the solace of the famous scenic Pacific coastlineto

camtheir thoughts.

“1 think it'sahorrible situation the nation’sgoing to have
to gothrough,” said Spc. James Pittman, audio engineer and
native of Los Alamos, N.M. “I had the opportunity to take
time away to be by myself, and that’s exactly what | needed
to be ableto get my head right.”

Military disciplinewas maintained. “| called aformation
and gave them areality check,” said Sgt. 1st Class Angel
Torres, the show’s noncommissioned officer in charge. “We
are soldiers and we have amission,” he said. “ Even though
we' re performing right now, at any moment we could go from
amicrophone to having aweapon in our hands.”

Every day, regardless of their geographic location, Torres
accountsfor every soldier tothe U.S. Army Community and
Family Support Center, the Alexandria, Va.-based agency
responsiblefor Moral e, Welfare and Recreation.

“1 have to brief force protection and accountability and
protect our belongings. WEe' re on theroad, but we could bea
target, likeanybody else,” Torressaid.

The “belongings’ include stage and trusses, more than
100 theater lights, audio and lighting consol es, speakers, and
at least four miles of cable - 15 tons transported in an 18-
wheel tractor trailer by ateam of soldier-drivers.

After atwo-day bus ride to Washington state, the troupe
arrived at Fort Lewis ready to perform for the first time a
week after the attack. With Lee Greenwood's God Blessthe
USA, the National Anthem and God Bless Americaadded to
the show, soldierstook to the stage with new inspiration and
motivation. “ Everything seemed to mean alittle bit more. The
wordsto the songsrang true, and for thefirst time, | felt like
| wasreally representing the United States Army and not just
performing,” said Stackpole.

Tearsflowed freely in the flag-waving crowd during the
patriotic finale. “That was one of their best shows,” Torres
said. “ They knew that they were needed more than ever. It's
like atherapy. We hel p [the audiences] emotionally, you know
- to smilejust for one day and get back to anormal life.”



